








THE REFORMER 


AND CHRISTIAN. 








Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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DIVINE GOVERNMENT... 
[From Illustrations of the Divine Goverr- 
ment; by T. Southwood Smith. ] 

In endeavouring to account for the 
existence of the world, we find it im- 
possible to resist the conclusion, that 
it is the production of a Being of al- 
mighty power, and of perfect goodness. 
It is evident that it did not create itself, 
for creation necessarily supposes a pre- 
existing intelligence. It is evident that 
the creatures on its surface did not 
give being to themselves, for they do 
not comprehend the mode of their own 
existence. They must therefore derive 
their origin from some being who un- 
derstood their nature, and who endow- 
ed them with the faculties they possess. 

The simplest ideas we seem capable 
of forming of this Being are, that he is 
intelligent, and that he is uncaused.— 
Intelligent he must be, for there are 
in his works, proofs of exquisite and 
amazing skill; and if there be any 
thing of which we may be certain, it 
is, that wherever there is contrivance 
there must have been a contriver, and 
that an adaptation of means to an end, 
cannot possibly exist, without the ope- 
ration of a Being, who perceived and 
designed the end, and fitted the means 
to accomplish it. 

‘That the Great First Cause of all 
things must be himself uncaused, is al- 
so a truth which we are obliged to ad- 
mit: for if we imagine that the imme- 
diate Creator of the world derives his 
existence and power from some supe- 
rior being, we must suppose, either 
that this superior being is uncaused, 
in which case it is he who will answer 
to our conception of the Deity, or that 
he is dependent on a third, and that 
this third is dependent on a fourth, and 
Vox. XII. 12 








so on in an infinite series. But this 
infinite succession of dependent beings, 
requires a first and independent cause, 
as much as any one in the series; and 
however far we may choose to carry 
our thoughts backward, we must at 
length come to the conclusion, that 
there is some one independent, unde- 
rived being, the peculiarity of whose 
nature we endeavour to express, by 
saying that he is self-existent. It is 
this being that we term God, and that 
we suppose to be the Creator of the 
world. 

If in this visible creation there be 
proofs of such contrivance as cannot 
but convince the mind, that it is the 
production of infinite intelligence, it 
likewise contains indications of such 
power, as we must acknowledge to be 
altogether without limits. He who 
could create such a world as this, 
must be able to do whatever it is pos- 
sible for wisdom and power to accom- 
phish. We have therefore no difficulty 
in conceiving that the author of this 
part of the creation is the author of 
the universe, however unlimited it be, 
or however amazing the degree of wis- 
dom and power necessary to the pro- 
duction of it. For, though other worlds 
may be much greater in magnitude 
than this,and may contain much high- 
er and nobler displays of wisdom, yet 
there are in this globe sufficient ap- 
pearances of it, to account for any 
which may exist in other parts of the 
ate however glorious they may 

e. 

The discoveries of modern science 
which have exhibited in the most stri- 
king light these indications of wisdom 
in the economy of nature, have also 
rendered them so familiar, that few are 
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entirely ignorant of them, Amudst all 
these wonders, in nothing, perhaps, Is 
the matchless skill of the Creator more 
admirably displayed, than in the sim- 
licity of the means which he has 
adopted to accomplish his vast and 
mighty purposes. By one single prin- 
ciple he preserves the planets in their 
orbits. regulates and adjusts their vart- 
ous movements, determines the descent 
of bodies to the earth, and retains them 
at its surface. By a similar, if not the 
same principle, he causes the particles 
of matter of which bodies are compo- 
sed to cohere, and by the same power, 
exerted between particles of different 
kinds, all existing and all possible com- 
binations of matter are formed. ‘The 
same sun which gives stability to the 
system of which it is the centre, fur- 
nishes it with licht and heat. The same 
air which sustains animal life in respi- 
ration alike promotes the process of 
vegetation, supports combustion, equal- 
izes temperature over the globe, dis- 
solves, elevates and diffuses water, de- 
posits it again in the form of dew or 
rain, and thus enriches and beautifies 
the earth. ‘Though by respiration, by 
the process of vegetation, and by many 
other chemical changes which take 
place without ceasing at the earth’s 
surface, there is a constant consump- 
tion of one of the constituent principles 
of this air, and as constant a produc- 
tion of another, yet it is never deterio- 
rated; for by an arrangement which. 
if subsequent investigation shall estab- 
lish its correctness, must be ranked 
amongst one of the most admirable 


adjustments in the whole economy of 


nature, that part of the air which is no 
longer fitted for the function of respi- 
ration, but which would prove deleteri- 
ous to animals, is the very part which 
ministers to the nourishment of plants, 
and that which plants exhale, animals 
inhale. Neither is the air in the least 
degree exhausted by the constant ex- 
penditure of it, either by the two tribes 
of animated beings, or by the innume- 
rable processes which are constantly 
taking place, and to which it affords 


ithe materials; but by the disengaye. 
mentof its sunple gasses in other pro- 
cesses, and their re-union, the neces 
‘sary supply, the just equilibrium is kept 
| up. 
The same comprehensive wisdom 
‘is seen in the means which have been 
‘provided to secure the constant fertili. 
‘ty of the earth, by the appointment of 
thedaw that the destruction of one ye. 
cetable shall afford nourishment to an. 
other, and in like manner to keep up 
the supply of food for animals, by the 
appointment of the law that they shall 
furnish subsistence to each other. 
Were it necessary in this argument 
‘to descend to the consideration of the 
structure of individuals in the animal 
or vegetable kingdom, it wauld be easy 
to point out in both, instances of such 
consummate skill as no mind could 
| possibly contemplate without the high 
est admiration. 
The proof of the goodness of the 
Creator is as complete as that of his 
wisdom, and even of his existence it- 
| We infer his existence from the 








self. 
appearance of design in his works, and 
of his wisdom from the exquisiteness 
of that design: but every proof of de- 
‘sign is équally a proof of benevolence, 
| because the object of every contrivance 
| is the production of good. We are not 
therefore more certain of the existence 
and wisdom of the Deity than of his 
|| goodness, for the very facts on which 
we ground our belief of the former 
equally establish the latter. 

If then the world be indeed the pro- 
duction of a Being who is infinite in 
wisdom, power and goodness, the proof 
of his constant and perfect superinten- 
‘dence of it seems to be irresistible— 
lor since he is perfect in wisdom, he 
could not have created it without some 
design, and that design, whatever t 
_be, he must be careful to accomplish. 
Whether we suppose he created tw 
a view to display to his intelligent cree 
tures his wisdom and power, or Wi 
a design to impart enjoyment to an Ir 
conceivable number and variety 
ings, we must believe, in the one cas 
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that he will at all times provide against 
the interruption of that order which 
alone can illustrate his perfections, and 
the destruction of those faculties which 
are necessary to perceive them; and 
in the other, that he will sufler no 
event to happen which can prevent or 
impair the happiness he determines to. 
bestow. In every successive period, | 
therefore, he must have exactly the 
same reason to superintend the events 
which take place in his creation as he 
had at first to perform the glorious 
work, 

Nothing is more evident than that 
the inanimate and insensible part of the 








creation, is fitted up for the accommo- 
dation, and designed to promote the 
happiness of the sentient. 


| changing its situation, and every change 


of state being necessarily attended with 
a change of sensation, the doctrine 
which an enlightened philosophy teach- 
es, is, that the Deity, with a view of 
making that sensation just what he has 
seen fit to appoint, continually super- 
intends the changes which induce it. 
If every particle of matter in the 
olobe be more or less in motion, and 
if we can fix our eye on no spot where 
there is not organized and conscious 
existence, the view which is here given 
of Divine Providence is large enough 
to take in the superintendence of the 
myriads of changes, which, according 
‘to this supposition, must be taking 
| place in every instant of time. If every 





The inani- |star which shines in the firmament of 
mate world is continually in motion, 


‘heaven be a world crowded with inha- 


and every movement must influence, | bitants; ifevery fixed star beasun which 


in a greater or less degree, the enjoy- | 


ment of the animal creation. He, 
therefore, who constructed the won- 
derful fabric of the world, and so ad- 
mirably adapted it to the enjoyment of 
the innumerable beings it contains, 
continually watches over the move- 
ments which take place within it, that 
they may not break in upon the order 
nor impair the happiness he has estab- 
lished. 

But the animal creation itself is like- 
Wise continually in motion. An ani- 
mal possesses the power of originating 
motion, by which sometimes its exist- 
ence, and always its happiness, in a 
greater or less decree, are affected.— 
The care of the Deity must therefore 
extend to the movements of the ani- 
mal, no less than to those of the mate- 
rial world. 

Such then being the constitution of 
things; it being evident, that the ma- 
terial* is made for the animal creation; 
that the material world is continually 
changing, thereby producing a change 
in the animal; that the animal world 
itself is endowed with the property of 





* By material creation is here always 
meant that part of the world which is sup- 
posed to be without sensation, whether 
organized or unorganized. 


illumines a system of worlds, as our 
sun illumines our system; and if all 
these worlds and systems be filled with 
organized and happy creatures, (which 
‘is at once the most sublime and the 
most probabie view it is possible to 
take of the creation) this account of 
the divine administration is sufficient 
to comprehend the superintendence of 
all the events which must be takin 
place in every instant of time, through- 
out this universe of being, to the ex- 
tent of which we can set no limits, 
and in the contemplation of which all 
our faculties are lost. 


ON FAITH. 

The Apostle Paul, in writing to the 
Corinthians, speaks of their faith stand- 
ing * not in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God.” By this we learn 
that true faith comes through the pow- 
er of God, and consequently, that man 
cannot have it at the pleasure of his 
own will in respect to his salvation, 
any more than a person can have faith 
in respect to the performance of mira- 
cles at the pleasure of his own will. 
All will allow that the Apostles could 
not have faith to perform miracles, 
such as restoring the lame, healing the 








sick, &c. when they pleased; but only 
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this faith on them. 


when the Lord saw good to bestow|| Various passages of scripture declare 
Men have just as} this. Believers in Christ are represent. 


much power to perform miracles now, ed to be ** born, not of blood, nor 9 


if God should give them the 


faith to do || the will of the 


flesh, nor of the will of 


it, as they ever had in any period of | man, but of God.”” But it may be said 


the world; for all that is wanting, 1s 


that faith necessary for their perform- 
ance. Itis through faith that every 


thing of a divine and supernatural kind | 


must be performed; and this faith is 
the free gift of God, who bestows it 
only as he sees proper. Were it other- 
wise, man might exercise this ability 
very improperly and not in accordance 
with the divine will, and do much more 
harm than good. 

The same Apostle, also, in writing 
to the Collossians, ii. 12, speaks of 
their being risen with Christ * through 
the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him [Christ] from the 
dead.” For, to be raised to walk in 
newness of life, as much requires an 
exercise of divine and Almighty power, 
as raising Christ from the dead. Hence 
the Apostle adds, ** you, being dead in 
your sins, hath he quickened together 
with him” [Christ.] It was an exer- 
cise of the self same power, to make 


the Collossians alive in Christ, as to} 


make Christ alive after his death by 
crucifixion. In Ephesians i. 19, 20, 


the Apostle also speaks of praying for | 


the Ephesians, that God might give 
them the spirit of wisdom and revela- 
tion in the knowledge of Christ, that 
they might know “ what is the exceed- 
ing greatness of his power towards 

those who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which 
he wrought in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead.” Here we are ex- 
pressly taught, that there is the same 
divine and almighty power exerted, 

in making one alive in Christ and a 
believer in his name, as there was in 
raising Christ from the dead. 

_ It is certain that all the art, persua- 
sion, and power of man, can do no- 
thing towards producing that thorough 
change in the heart, which all those 
experience who are made alive in 


Christ, or that are born of the spirit. 


aif it be thus, ** Why doth he then find 
fault or blame any for not being better, 
or for not being made a new creature, 
seeing man cannot change his own 
heart!’ ‘The mouth of every person 
will be stopped in regard to all such 
questions in the day of reckoning; for 
Christ has expressly declared, that he 
that improves what he has received, to 
him shall more be given; but he that 
‘improves it not, from him shall be ta- 
ken away, even that which he has re- 
ceived, or in other words, he shall lose 
what he has received.* 

Where is the person that cannot do 
better than he doth, admitting that he 
is wholly in a natural state, and pos- 








* None can justly complain because the 
Lord thus deals with them. If a parent 
had a reckless and profligate son, and had 
often given him the means and opportu- 
nity to do well, and he misimproved and 
wasted all he bestowed on him; would he 
jcontinue to bestow gifts and favors on 
him, or would there be any propriety in 
his doing so? But even of such the Ss 
viour gives encouragement—there is yet 
hope. Forif like the prodigal son, in their 





‘trouble and extremity they come to them- 
selves, and return to that kind parent 
whose generosity and benefits they have 
so much abused, they will be received; 
and there will be joy among the upright; 
for a proper and just sense of the miseries 
they have brought on themselves, and the 
blame they take to themselves, furnish 
proof that they are deeply humbled, have 
a feeling sense of the wrong they have 
done, and will do wrong no more. Any 
other but such a return, and such a sense 
of the wrong they have done, will be use 
less and ineffectual, there being no ev 
dence furnished, if they were received a 
more favours were bestowed on them, that 
they would rightly use or improve them, 
but rather that they would abuse 


waste them as before. And as this would 
only add to their guilt, and augment thei? 
misery, it is but an exercise of mercy ' 
withhold further benefits from them, ™ 
order to prevent their greater guilt, 





an augmentation of their misery 
wretchedness. 
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sesses only his natural faculties, with- 
out any divine aid or assistance grant- 
ed to him whatever? And does not 
Christ say, “* If ye have not been faith- 
ful in the unrighteous mammon, who 
will commit to your trust the true 
riches?”’ If men have not rightly used 
or exercised their natural ability and 
endowments, what propriety can there 
be in granting unto them those of a 
divine and spiritual nature, or what 
reason is there to suppose they will 
use them to better advantage? We 
are told, indeed, that he that is faithful 
in that which is least, is the same in 
point of acceptance as he that is faith- 
ful also in much, (the fullest evidence 
being furnished that he would be faith- 
ful in much, if granted to him;) and he 
that is unjust or unfaithful in the least, 
is the same in regard to blame or re- 
prehension as he that is unjust or un- 
faithful also in much. For only where 
much is given, will much be required. 
God accepts a right improvement and 
use of even our natural faculties, pro- 
vided we have never received only 
such faculties, as much as he accepts 
a right use and improvement of the 
highest gifts and graces of his spirit. 
For the ways and dealings of God with 
men are not unequal and unjust. To 
believe this would be worse than not 
to believe in his existence. Hence it 
will be easy to perceive how the Lord 
will deal with all the heathen and un- 
believers. Every thing will turn, not 
so much on what has been their faith, 
or blindness, or even their outward 
practice, as upon what degree of faith- 
fulness they have exercised under the 
faculties, light and assistance which 
have been granted unto them, or that 
would have been granted to them pro- 
vided they had rightly used and impro- 
ved what actually was given unto them. 

It is well, therefore, that God who 
knows all things, and not imperfect 
and short-sighted, and in many in- 
stances unjust and partial man, is to 
judge the human family, and give to 
every one a just recompense of re- 
ward, according as he has rightly used 


| 








or abused what he has received. How 
important then is true sincerity, and 
uprightness of intention in all we do. 
For this is the great turning point on 
which we must stand or fall. The 
Apostle Paul, in the case of eating of 
meat and in the observing of days, 
speaks of one being able to do with 
acceptance before God, what another 
would feel reproved for doing, and al- 
so be condemned, on account of the 
apprehensions of his own sind in re- 
spect to the act. And hence says the 
Apostle, ** Happy is he that condemn- 
eth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth,”’ or that does nothing for 
which his conscience condemns him; 
there being the same state of mind and 
act of disobedience required to do 
what we believe to be wrong, as to do 
what is actually wrong. ‘The Apostle 
also says, “* Who art thou that judgeth 
another man’s servant? to his own 
master he standeth or falleth.” “*Yea,”’ 
says the Apostle, “he shall be holden 
up: for God is able to make him stand,” 
where his heart has been sincere, and 
his intentions upright, however he may 
be condemned by men. 

We do not know what the Lord has 
withheld, or bestowed, on any indivi- 
dual; or why some differ so much from 
others in their views and apprehension 
of things. Of this, however, we may 
be certain, that it is not inconsistent 
with the righteous dealings of the Lord, 
to make use of deists, and even athe- 
ists, as reprovers and rebukers of pro- 
fessing christians: for they will often 
weed out evils and corruptions in the 
church, which the members and follow- 
ers of churches will not put their hand 
on, or move with one of their fingers, 
lest they incur censure and lose their 
good standing in society: and there- 
fore, great good may redound to the 
cause of christianity through the la- 
bours of these same aliens of christi- 
anity, as it is said in Isaiah, Ixi. 5. 
‘‘And strangers shall stand and feed 
your flocks, and the sons of the alien 


| shall be your ploughmen, and your 


vine-dressers. 


For I the Lord love 
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judgment, I hate robbery for burnt-| 
offering,’ &c. If a deist or athe 
be sincere, and of upright intentions, | 
his aim will be to do good and promote | 
the benefit and well-being of mankind; | 
and the Lord may make his labours | 
» much more useful to his church, than’ 
many who profess to be its ministers. | 
Such a person diflers widely from | 
“ scoffers,” or light, vain, and trifling 
persons, who have no uprightness of 
aim or intention. If want of faith in 
any has not had its origin in their own | 
will, or through a misimprovement of | 
the light and talents bestowed upon 
them, and they are sincere and upright | 
in their intentions, it belongs not to us, 
but to the Lord, to be their judge. To. 






























or fall in accordance with that just and 
equitable rule laid down by Christ him- 
self, that where much is given, there 
only will much be required. We shall 
never be able to convince deists and| 
sceptics, or win them to christianity, 
by abusing them. Nor have we any 
authority to justify us in doing this. 
They are our fellow beings, and ac- 
countable to their Maker like ourselves. 
We are required to love all men, and 
‘in meekness’’ to instruct * those that 
oppose themselves; if,” says the Apos- 
tle, ** God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth.” a 


A true definition of a heretic, as gi- 











— 


mankind, or however it may aflect their 
reputation, interest and honour in this 
world. For this is the honesty after 
which every one should seek, and ep. 
deavour to be found in the exercise of 
at all times, and then all will be well, 
But let us not deceive ourselves: for 
self love blinds the mind, and induces 
persons to judge too favorably in their 
own behalf; as we find nearly all (lo, 
and will be alinost certain to do, up- 
less they are * renewed in the spirit of 
their mind,’’ and have * put on the new 
man, which, after God, is created in 
righteousness and true holiness,”— 


‘They can then see their own faults 
jmuch plainer than any one else can 


see them; and are much more severe 


their own master they must give an |\in judging themselves, than in judging 
impartial account, and they will stand || 


‘others. ‘This is a most desirable and 
happy state to be in, and none but God 
‘can bring us into it; and he js both 
able and willing to bring us into such 
a state if we look unto him to bring us 
into it; and, nothing short of an Al 
mighty arm can do this. By means of 
the calamities that are about to come 
upon the world, it is probable that be- 
fore many years nearly all mankind wil 
be brought into this state; when they 
will see eye to eye, and peace, happl- 
ness, and tranquillity will prevail ab 
most universally among men, 

We have been of opinion that, in ge 
neral, when persons fall into very erro- 
neous sentiments, and lose all faith in 
divine things, there has been some mis- 


} 
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ven in the New Testament, is one that 
is subverted, and sinneth, being con- 
demned of himself. i 
ware; for they have an awful respon- 
sibility to render to the judge of all the 
earth, and they must sink in the time 
rf when they are judged; for what can 
t they have to uphold them or cause 
them to stand. All therefore should be. 
careful to be truly sincere—to be wil- 
ling to see their own faults, and to con- 
demn every thing Wrong in themselves, 
and not attempt to justify it; and to be 
willing to be led in the path of truth, 
however it may expose them to the 


Let all such be- | 
j 
| 


improvement of the light that has been 
given them, some indulgence of pride 
and self-will, or too much confidence 
in themselves. In such a case, their 
fault and accountability before God 
consists, not so much in falling ito 
error (which may be a necessary C00 
sequence of being left to themselves) 
as in misimproving the light they have 
received, or indulging improper dispo- 
sitions, when in their power to restrail 
them. Peter’s fault consisted more 
perhaps in his great confidence in his 
own ability, than in his denial of Chnist; 
which was almost a necessary conse 











scofis, the frowns, or the animosity of 





quence of being left to himself, by r°* 
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son of his improper confidence in hin- 
self and his capability to keep himself in 
the hour of trial. In all such instances, | 
therefore, the fault or blame rests not) 
so much on what persons may do, as 
in those acts which causes the Lord to’ 
leave them to do it, and which they, 
can scarcely avoid doing when thus| 
left to themselves. 
The greatest punishment for sin, is 
to be left to commit sin; and those first, 
acts which causes the Lord to leave us! 
to go on in wickedness, though appa-| 
rently small, are often more beinous In 
the sight of God than all the wic *kedness | 
we may do afterwards, most of wh ich | 
we may have no moral power to avoid, | 
and if we may so speak, the Lord per | 
haps does not e xpec t us to avoid. 


in truth, and if so, they are worthy of 
our most serious consideration. It is 
not our province to judge any, or to 
decide what are the causes which lead 


people to ditler so much one from an-), 


other, and some to fall into very great 
errors. We are only allowed to give 
an honest opinion, for unto God only 
are known all things, 





so widely from each other, both in. 
opinion and practice. But the day is 
coming when every one that has sin- 
cerely sought to do right, according to 
the best light that has been afforded 
him, will stand acquitted, whatever 
judgment may have been pronounced 
on him by men. Says the Apostle 
John, “If our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence toward God.” 





WHY ARE AFFLICTIONS? 


We are told that the Lord * doth | 


not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men.” It is certain, how- 
ever, that all those who have been 
raised up to excel in any thi ing good, | 
and to be useful among men, have 
always had an uncommon portion of 
trials, reproaches, persecutions, and 
sufferings. But what would have been 
the consequences to themselves and 











cial, 


'to him in the extreme. 
and the causes)! be with every trial and affliction that 

= } " 
and reasons that make people to differ| 


‘trial was permitted to film. 





things? or had a less portion of them 
fallen to their lot? How little of that 
zoodness found in them would have 
existed, had they not had these trials? 
and bow much less useful would they 
have been to others? Not a particle 
of trouble or afiliction was appointed 
to them, or permitted to come upon 
them, but what was necessary for their 
well being, or that would turn to their 
benefit and advantage. 

Why was it that the apostle Paul 
underwent so great afilictions? and 
why was it that a thorn was given to 
him in the flesh, the messenger of Sa- 
tan, to buffet, or (as it signifies) to 
strike him with the double fist?) which 
was so painful and annoying to him, 


| that he besouvht the L ord thrice that 
We consider these remarks founded|| it might depart from him. 


The apos- 
tle tells us the reason why this grievous 
+ Lest,” 
says he, “1 should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance of the 
revelations." How good and benefi- 
then, was this affliction to the 
apostle, though painful and distressing 
And so it will 


shall come upon a sincere person.— 
They all tend to his benefit and advan- 
tage, and are permitted to come upon 
him only for his furtherance in what is 
right, and are but evidences of the 
Lord’s gracious and merciful inten- 
tions towards him. No truth ts more 
certain or more fully supported . by 
scriptures than this. ‘ For whom the 
Lord loveih,” says the apostle, “he 
chasteneth,” and he tells us , Moreover, 


ithat he chastens us * for our own pro- 





others, had they not experienced these 


fit, that we may be partakers of his 
holiness.” Hence it is that the scrip- 
tures so repeatedly speak of the bless- 
edness of trials and afflictions, and so 
many under the New ‘Testament dis- 
pensation, have been enabled to re- 
joice in them.* 





* “My brethren,” says the Apostle 
James, ‘count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers trials, knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh ‘patience. But let 





patience have her perfect work, that ye 
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The apostle Paul, after he learned 
for what reason the messenger of Sa- 
tan was permitted to buffet him, says 
in reference to it, ** Most gladly, there- 
fore, will I rather glory in my infirm- 
ties, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses tor 
Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, 
then am I strong.’’—2 Cor. xii. 10. 





THE TIMES WHICH ARE AP- 
PROACHING. 

In Luke, chap. xxi. from the 8th to 
the 24th verse, Christ gives an account 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
foretold that there should be great dis- 
tress in the land of Judea, and wrath 
upon the people of the Jews; and that 
they should fall by the edge of the 
sword, and be led captive into all na- 


tions; and that Jerusalem should be || 


trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles should be fulfill- 
ed. He next proceeds, verse 25th, to 
speak of other events which should 
take place, previous to his coming to 
set up his kingdom on the earth, in the 
following emblematical language:— 

** And there shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring; men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 
And then shall they see the Son of 
man coming in a cloud [of his witness- 
es] with power and great glory. And 
when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
mgh. And he spake to them a para- 
ble: Behold the fig-tree, and all the 





may be perfect and entire, wanting noth. 
ing.” The apostle Paul, also, exhorts to 
be “ patient in tribulation,” and in writing 
to the Romans, says, “‘ we glory in tribu- 
lation also: knowing that tribulation work- 
eth patience; 


and patience, experi 
: ’ erlence; 
and experience, hope,” , , 


a 


=. 
trees; when they now shoot forth 
| » ye 
see and know of your own selves, that 
‘summer is now nigh at hand. So like. 
wise ye, when ye see these thin 
come to pass, know ye that the kino. 
dom of God is nigh at hand, Verily [ 
say unto you, this generation* [or race 
of people, the Jews] shall not pass 
away [or cease to be a distinct and 
preserved people] till all be fulfilled.” 
In the next place, Christ proceeds 
to speak of some such visitation as the 
pestilence now extending over the 
earth, as among the signs of his com. 
ing to set up his kingdom on the earth, 
In reference to this visitation, he says; 
‘And take heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
the cares of this life, and so that day 
‘come upon you unawares. For asa 
snare shall it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth.” 
When has there ever been a visitation 
of any kind, since these words were 
spoken, that has extended over the 
face of the whole earth, as the present 
pestilence is likely to do? And to what 


* Adam Clarke, on the words, this 
neration, observes, ‘* this race, i. e. the 
Jews, shall not cease from being a distinet 
people, till all the counsels of God relative 
to them and the Gentiles be fulfilled. As 
our Lord mentions Jerusalem’s continuing 
to be under the power of the Gentiles, till 
the fulness of the Gentiles should come 
in, i.e. till all the nations of the world 
should receive the gospel of Christ, after 
which the Jews themselves should be con- 
verted to God, Romans xi. 25, &c. I think 
it more proper not to restrain its meaning 
to the few Jews which preceded the de- 
struction of Jerusalem; but to understand 
it of the care taken by Divine Providence 
to preserve them as a distinct people, and 
yet to keep them out of their own land, 
and from their temple service.” Else- 
where he remarks on the passage: “ AS 
there are other events in this chapter 
which certainly look beyond the destruc 
tion ef Jerusalem, and which were to take 
place before the Jews should cease to be 
a distinct people; 1 should therefore pre- 














ft the translation, this 





race of men; 


that is, the people of the Jews, instead 
the individuals then living. 
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other event could the above admoni- 
tion so justly apply, as to the prevail- 
ing Cholera Morbus, when it is well 
known that surfeiting, and drunken- 
ness, and worrying and distressing 
cares and fears, render persons pecu- 
liarly liable to fall its victims.* Christ 
elsewhere speaks of it as taking one 
and leaving another, in the same oc- 
cupation, in the same bed, or in the 
same field together, principally, per- 
haps, on account of that want of watch- 
fulness in eating and drinking, which 
he so plainly and mercifully enjoins. 
Christ thus concludes, in the fore- 
mentioned chapter in Luke: “ Watch 
ye, therefore, and pray always,’’ or 
more properly rendered, perhaps, ac- 
cording to Adam Clarke, ** Watch ye 
therefore continually, and pray, that 
ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, 
[ preparatory to Christ’s coming to set 
up his kingdom on the earth,] and to 
stand before the Son of man,’’t in that 
kingdom, when it shall be established. 





* What other event or visitation, indeed, 
that has ever yet taken place on the earth, 
or that is ever likely to take place on it, 
could so exactly answer to the description 
of the victims that were to be effected or 
cut off by the visitation, as the one now 
prevailing’ It is the first time ever known, 
that a malady so extensive in its opera- 
tions, has particularly singled out such a 
description of persons, and marked them 
for its victims. Here, then, we may see 
one of the signs of the coming of the Son 
of man to subdue all things unto himself. 
Other judgments will follow ere long, that 
will sweep off other classes of people, till 
in the end none will be left, but those who 
are willing and ready to come under the 
reign and government of Christ. 


T The above words seem to imply, that 
some living at the time of this visitation, 
may continue till the kingdom of Christ 
shall be established on the earth, and the 
redemption of the human family, from the 
iniquities and evils which now abound, is 
accomplished. For under this kingdom, 
all evil and wickedness will be done away, 
and agreeably to the prophet Isaiah, “they 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all the holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters co- 


In Matthew, chap. xxiv. the events 
of these latter times are spoken of in 
some difference of language, and with 
some additions. After giving a de- 
scription of the distresses and miseries 
that should come upon the Jewish na- 
tion, Christ proceeds to speak of the 
false calls among the numerous sects 
and their teachers; each declaring that 
their’s only is the right way, and that 
the cause of Christ, his ordinances, 
and people, are no where else to be 
found but among them; thereby en- 
gendering strife and contention, dis- 
tracting and corrupting the church in 
general, and rendering it in the end 
like the Jewish nation, a degenerate 
mass or carcass, destined to be de- 
voured and destroyed. He then ob- 
serves, verse 27: “As the lightmng 
cometh out of the east, and shineth 
even unto the west; so shal] the ecm- 
ing of the Son of man be.”’ Lightning, 
in scripture, is an emblem of the di- 
vine judgments upon men, and the 
present prevailing pestilence, which 
first began in the east, has already far 
extended, and is yet extending to the 
west: and if this pestilence is to be 
understood by the lightning, it is one of 
the signs of Christ’s coming to subdue 
the nations to himself, and establish his 
kingdom on the earth. 

But the sword will next follow, as 
appears from the succeeding verse; 
for the emblem of devouring eagles, 
always denotes the sword. ‘The verse 
reads thus: ‘ For wheresoever the 
carcass is, there will the eagles be ga- 





ver the sea. The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play 
on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child put his hand on the cockatrice’s den.” 
These expressions plainly denote, that the 
most vicious and wicked at this time, will 
be changed and altered, and become 








harmless and inoffensive. See Jsaiah xi. 


6, 9. 
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thered together,” to devour and de- | 
stroy it. By this we may learn that 
under the visitation of the Cholera 


























= better,* and that it will be followed by | 
i the more appalling calamity of war and 
slaughter. Christ then, verse 29, says, 
“Immediately after the tribulation of | 
those days, [of the sword and slaugh- | 
ter, denoted by the eagles] shall the | 
sun be darkened, and the moon shill 
not give her light, and the stars shall | 
fall from heaven, and the powers of 
heaven shail be shaken.”’ The king- 













































at the time here spoken of, will be con- 
vulsed to their very centre, preparato- 
ry to their final downfall and entire ex- 
tinction, agreeable to Daniel ul. vin, 
and Rev. xi. 15. * And then,’ con- 











* As an evidence of this, the following 
extracts are copied from the New York | 
Evening Post, both of July 21, the time | 
when the Cholera was at its greatest | 
heighth in that city. 

**The gradual increase of the Cholera | 
appears to create a gradual increase of in- 


certain classes of society. In the evening 
the little grog shops and taverns about 
town, appear to be filled with revelry and 
mirth: and among the young men in the 
middling, lower, and even higher stations 
in life, there is little cessation from the 
habits of dissipation. This fool-hardiness 
must of itself increase the number of vic- 
tims to the pestilence, and accordingly we 
see it Is Increased.” (‘The number report- 
ed on this day, (July 21) for the last twen- 
ty-four hours, being 311 new cases, and 
104 deaths. ] 

The New York Evening Post observes: 


“We have already mentioned that the 
ravages of the disease appeared to incre 
instead of diminishing the vice of int: 
cation. The measures t 
the property of our citi 
dation during their absence in the coun- 
try, are defective. The cases of house. 
breaking are numerous, and the plunder- 
ers of private dwellings, in the wanton. 
ness of mischief destroy what they cannot 
carry away. Carpets are cut to pieces 
and furniture broken to Pieces by these 
wretches. We hear of persons procuring 
an insurance against theft, at 5 per cent.” 


ase 
)Xi- 
aken to preserve 
zens from depre- 
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doms and powers of this world, indeed, | 


Courier and Enquirer, and the New York || 











itinues the 
sign of the 
‘then shall 


- — ee 4 
Saviour, “ shall appear the 
Son of man in heaven: and 
all the tribes of the earth 


: E » dd ° ’ Loe o —_ ‘ 


man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory, And he 
‘shall send his angels for messengers] 

: | _ 
with a great sound of a trimpet, and 


jthey shall gather together his elect 


L } 
trom the four winds, from one end of 


heaven to the other.” 


The following is added:— Noy 
learn a parable of the fig-tree: Whep 
lis branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ve know that summer js 
nigh: So hkewise ye, when ye shall 
see these things, know that it is near, 
even at the doors. But as the days of 





Noe were, so shall the coming of the 


be. Lor as in the days 
that were before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giv- 
ing in marriage, until the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and knew not, 
unul the flood came, and took them all 
-away; so shall also the coming of the 
| Son of man be. Then shall two be in 


Son otf man 





the field; the one shall be taken, and 
temperance, folly and dissipation among || the other left. 


T'wo women shall be 
grinding at the mill; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left. Wate, 
‘therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. But know this, 
that if the good man of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would 
‘come, he would have watched, and 
‘would not have suffered his house to 
\ be broken up. ‘Therefore, be ye also 
jready: for in such an hour as ye think 
“not, the Son of man cometh.” 
| Christ afterwards speaks of the bles 
‘edness of, and the reward which shall 
be bestowed ona faithful and wise ser 
| vant, and concludes with the conse- 
| quences to an evil servant in the fol 
lowing words: “ But, and if that evil 
servant shall say in his heart, My Lord 
delayeth his coming; and shall begia 
to smite his feliow servants, and to eat 
and drink with the drunken; the lo 
of that servant shall come in @ day 
when he looketh not for him, and 
ian hour that he is not aware of. 
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shall cut him asunder, and appoint him 
his portion with hypocrites: there shall 
be weeping and guashing of teeth.” 
[From a late paper.) 
EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
There are strong indications that the | 
conflicting political interests of Europe | 
will shortly induce a general war;—a | 
war in which every nation will engage: | 
one in which * there will be no neu-}) 
trals,”’ either among states or individu- | 
als; and one which will terminate only | 
with the entire ascendency or prostra- 
tion of liberal principles, or with the 
complete exhaustion of the resources 
of the conflicting parties. ‘There is no 
sound reason for believing that public | 
tranquillity will be fully restored tll 
liberal principles are fully triumphant, 
or the people of Europe submit to the 
rights of hereditary succession. ‘There 
are but two parties; the supporters and 
enemies of existing institutions. It is 





plain that one or the other must aban- 
don its principles, or war,—inevitable 


war,—is the result. 


[From the Monthly Review.]} 
STATE OF EUROPE, 

We should be blind to the most ob- 
vious consequences of the events which 
have already taken place, if we were to | 
suppose, that the triumphs which libe- 
ral opinions have already attained in 
France, Belgium, and England, are 
likely to stop there. Russia, Austria, | 
and Prussia, clearly do not think so— 
for they are armed, and still arming, 
for the purpose of defending the con- 
trary class of opinions which they en- 
tertain, and upon the continuance of) 
which their thrones essentially depend. 
One of two things must occur. Either 
the continental powers must voluntari- 
ly disarm, or be disarmed by superior 
force. It is not in the nature of things, 
that they shall go on for ever threaten- 
ing each other; and that, too, at an ex- 
pense which is itself almost as ruinous 
as war, without its chances of amelio- 
ration. Continental Europe is at this 








moment a universal camp; and it is im- 


possible to suppose, that men shall be 
mustered, provisions collected, ammu- 
nitions heaped up, and artillery mount- 
ed, and so kept on together for years 
in perfect inactivity. But, happen what 
may, either by civil war, or interna- 
tional war, the opinion of Europe must, 
sooner or later, be settled for or against 
a free system of government. The days 
of mere feudalisin have Jong since been 
numbered, and the question must soon 
be put to rest, whether, under any cir- 
cumstances, hereditary monarchy and 
hereditary aristocracy can possibly 
maintain their ground much longer in 
lurope. 

THE LATE CIVIL WAR IN PARIS. 
[Extract of a letter from a correspondent in 
Paris, to the editor of a N. York paper.) 

* You will now ask, what is the 
meaning of all this trouble ? what has 
caused it? If I were to go so far back 
to search for the cause, you miczht per- 
haps be surprised to have me lay it to 
the charge of the United States.—Yet 
itis true. The successful experiment 
of vour government, the government 
of the people, is working revolution 
throughout Europe. It supports, by ex- 
ample, the rights of the people against 
the assumed hereditary right of kings 
and avistocracies; it is making the 
ground of contest between man and 
man, not the acquiremeut of territory, 
not the subjugation of a kingdom, not 
the downfall or support of this or that 
dynasty, but the support or downfall of 
one of two great principles, the despetic 
or the popular principle. ‘There is no 
permanent position of compromise be- 
tween these two principles,—there is 
no juste milieu. Permanent order can 
be preserved alone by the triumph, the 
complete triumph, of one or the other. 
But what has ail this to do you will 
say, with the troubles of the two last 
days? Much. ‘They are a demonstra- 
tion of discontent with the policy of the 
present government; which many think 
is quite willing to assume a more des- 
potic tone, and to encroach on a liber- 
ty, which, as it is but partially enjoy- 
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ed, seeks to extend its bounds on they purpose, and drew him home with ac. 
ah: popular side, The juste milieu seems|| clamations. On these facts you ma 


' to be in fact but the despotic party, 
ge leaning from policy for a while towards 
‘- the popular principle, but improves 
every opportunity to regain its former 
ascendency. Here is the great cause 
aa of contest. It is one of the smaller 
& conflicts of the two principles which 
will yet deluge these unhappy coun- 
tries in blood. 

“ But you will still wish to know 
what are the more important causes | 
of the troubles of the 5th and 6th of 
June. From what I can learn by in-| 
quiry, since I have commenced this 
letter, it was principally a Carlist con- 
spiracy, connected with the rebellion: 
in La Vendee and the western depart-| 
ments. ‘The occasion of the funeral, 
of Gen. Lamarque, drawing together 
a great multitude of the liberal party, | 
who are equally opposed to the Car-. 
lists and the juste milieu, furnished an 
occasion of great excitement, and one| 
favourable to the Carlists, for their ri- 
sing; for it mattered little what was 
the original cause of excitement, pro- 



















little importance in the beginning whe- 
ther it was under the white or red flag 
that the revolt commenced. To en- 
list the fighting part of this immense 
cortege, they had recourse to strata- 
gem. They hoisted the red cap (bon- 
net rouge) the well known emblem of 
ancient French Republicanism. A 
number of young men with red caps 
rode up to the carriage of Gen. Lafay- 
ette, and offering him a crown, asked 
him if they should drag him to the Ho- 
tel de Ville, and whether he would con- 
sent to be placed at the head of the 
Provisional Government. They were 
all strangers to him. He threw the 
crown into the dust, and indignantly 
replied, “ No, my duty and my con- 
science both forbid it.” The popu- 
lace insisted upon drawing him in tri- 
umph to his house, and in spite of his 
remonstrance against it, and his en- 
treaties that they would not disturb 


vided one was produced, and it was of } 











public order, they accomplished their 





rely. | had them from the best dies 
ity. You will doubtless hear other ae. 
counts, some implicating the General 
My countrymen need not my vindica. 
tions of Gen. Lafayette. The Geners| 
has not to establish a character wit) 
us—his principles and his consistency 
are known—we always know where 
to find him. Of others, who act , 
conspicuous part in the great political 
drama, you have to ask the time of the 
tide, and as it ebbs or flows you have 
to search for their positions, as for that 
of a floating buoy—but Gen. Lafayette 
isa pillaron the rock—we know where 
he is—he stands the same, whether the 
retreating waters roll gently at his feet, 
or their stormy waves dash furiously 
over him. 

“The liberal party, those of whom 
Gen. Lafayette and Odillon Barrot, and 
others, may be styled the leaders, and 
of whom was Gen. Lamarque, are for 
the extension of popular rights—they 
are no more the abettors of that san- 
guinary faction who fight under the red 
flag, than we in the United States. The 
liberal party are opposed from prince: 
ple to the party in power, and are con 
sequently obnoxious to the present m- 
nistry, who, as I have before observed, 
though styled juste milieu, have beet 
thought to have a leaning, and more 
than a leaning, towards despotic pow 
er. It has been thought, therefore, that 
the collision on these days of carnage, 
was anticipated, and, I have heard, even 
promoted, by the ministry, who, hav- 
ing a great military force at their com 
mand, were not averse to bring to the 
decision of force the parties op 
to them, and by quelling them under 
odious names, crush both at @ single 
blow, viz. those who were Geservedly 
obnoxious to the people, as well % 
themselves, (the Carlists, and with 


them those (the Liberals) who had 
strong hold on the affections of the 
people, destroying this hold by imp 
cating them in the same conspiracy: 
Thus you will hear that the Carlists 
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and Republicans were joined in this 
conspiracy, and both being overcome, 
the impression is made that the juste 
milieu is the strongest party, and the 
circumstances that the people did not 
join the insurgents, Is adduced in proof. 
Many tales are told, and as Paris Is in 
a state of siege, and military law reigns, 
the ministry of the day have the telling 
of their own story. Make many allow- 
ances, therefore, for what you hear. 

“© Monday, June 11th.—I have just 
time to say, that yesterday there was a 
grand review in Paris of more than 
100,000 men. You will hear that the 
King was cheered with deafening shouts 
of * Vive le Roi.’’ I tell you from per- 
sonal observation, it is not true. I hap- 
pened to be near him when he came 
into the Place Revolution, and he was 
there received by the National Guard 
in comparative silence. Other Ameri- 
cans, whom I have seen, testify similar 
results in the Place Vendome and other 
parts of the line.” 





[From the Star in the West.} 


PERSECUTION OF THE 
QUAKERS. 

Though the government of New 
England was restrained from putting 
the Quakers to death, and granted 
them liberty for a while, it lasted not 
long. The dispositions of the magis- 
trates was still the same. 

In 1662, Mary Tomkins, Alice Am- 
brose, and Ann Coleman, came under 
a religious concern to visit their friends 
about Piscataqua river. They had not 
been long there, before Rayner,a priest 
of Dover, excited the magistrates to per- 
secute them. He brought them before 
Walden, a deputy magistrate, who tell- 
ing them the law they had to punish 
them, Mary Tomkins answered, * So 
there was a law that Daniel should not 
pray to his God.” He replied, * Yes, 
and Daniel suffered, and so shall you.” 
On this occasion the priest supplying 
the place of a clerk, formed for him a 
warrant or order, as follows:— 

“To the Constables of Dover, 
Hampton, Salisbury, Newbury, Row- 


ley, Ipswich, Wenham, Linn, Boston, 
Roxbury, Dedham, and until these va- 
gabond Quakers are carried out of this 
jurisdiction. 
«+ You and every one of you are re- 
quired in the king’s majesty’s name, to 
take these vagabond Quakers, Anne 
Coleman, Mary Tomkins, and Alice 
Ambrose, and make them fast to the 
cart’s tail, and driving the cart through 
your several towns, to whip them on 
their backs, not exceeding ten stripes 
a piece on each of them, in each town, 
and so convey them from constable to 
constable, till they come out of this 
jurisdiction, as you will answer it at 
|your peril, and this shall be your war- 
rant. 
** Per me, 

* RICHARD WALDEN.” 

At Dover, 

Dated Dec. 22, 1662. 

This order was executed at Dover, 
while the priest stood by and laughed; 
for which cruel levity Eliakim Wardel 
and William Fourbish reproved him, 
when the magistrate caused them to be 
put into the stocks. ‘They were then 
conveyed to Hampton, and then again 
whipped, and also at Salisbury; but the 
constable of that town, deputing a per- 
son to convey them farther, he, moved 
with compassion, determined to run 
the hazard of breaking the law, and 
set them at liberty, whereby the priest 
was disappointed of his aim,which seem- 
ed their death, and might be effected, 
if the constables of these eleven town- 
ships had executed the warrant with 
such severity as he had excited the 
constable of Dover to do, the distance 
from Dover to the end of the jurisdic- 
tion, being about eighty miles. 

After a little time they returned 
again to Dover, where they again ex- 
perienced equally cruel treatment. 





MEANS USED FOR AMEND- 
MENT. 
It would seem, that the Almighty 
for a series of years back, has been 
endeavouring to win mankind to his 








service, and cause them to yield obe- 
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dience ‘to his will, by multiplying his) 
ie favours and blessings towards them— 
bi but proving ineffectual, he has begun 
with his judgments, in order to bring) 
them to a sense and knowledge ol 
themselves, and lead them to think on 
his name, by means of calamities and 
afflictions. And though mankind seem 
likely to withstand even these means, 
for a time, yet the Lord will not cease 
the operation of these means, until er 
children of men are brought to humble 
themselves before him, and subimit 
themselves to his will. 

The present calamity does not ap-| 
pear to have been attended with a hum-! 
bling and salutary eflect on the hearts 
of men in any part of the world, and 
has produced no amendment among 
mankind—a certain evidence that sti! 
ereater calamities and afilictions are 
in reserve, and will follow in sueces- 
sion throughout the various parts of 


| 
| 
} 























of * learn righteousness.’ ‘The Chole- 







. ala “ee = a 
be stayed tll mankind are brought to 
consider their ways, and turn to the 


Lord with full purpose of heart to serve 
him, and to do his will. Por the date 
is drawing nigh, when all shall be 
brought to know the Lord, and when 
there shall be nothing to hurt or de. 





the earth. until the inhabitants there-. 


'stroy in all the earth. Prophecy de. 
clares these things, and we ma 
confidently look for their full and ep. 
tire accomplishment, under the tron. 
bles and calamities which have been 
foretold, and which are now beginning 


to come upon the earth. 
| 








[From the Columbian Register.) 
| In Palestine of late years, the Jews 
have greatly increased. It is said that 
not fewer than 10,000 inhabit Saphet 
and Jerusalem. At this moment, the 
Jews are nearly as numerous as when 
David swayed the sceptre of the twelve 
tribes; and on whatever part of the 
-earth’s surface they have their abode, 
their eves and their faith are all point- 







ra Morbus, indeed, seems but the | ed inthe same direction—to the land 
commencement of a series of troubles | of their fathers and the holy city where 
and atilictions that are coming on the | they worshipped. Thouch rejected by 
earth, to humble and subdue mankind God, and persecuted by man, they 
to the precepts of righteousness, and |have not once during 1800 long years, 












it is much less appalling and distress- 
ing than the sword; which in all pro 
bability will soon follow in almost eve- 
ry part of the world, till distress and! 
misery become almost insupportable, 
and the most stubborn and unyielding 
are brought to bow themselves to the 
chastening hand of the Almighty, who 
only chastens them * for their profit, | 
that they may be partakers of his holi- 
ness,” and enjoy happiness. 

If we were truly to repent under the 
present afilictions, we should be spar- 
ed any future calamities and miseries. 
But there is but little or no ground for 
the indulgence of such a hope. We 
see very little humiliation, serious re- 
flection or amendment, in consequence 
of the visitation which has already 
come upon the earth, and we must 
therefore prepare ourselves for more 
afflicting and distressing events, The 


















3 a ro a - 
; £..% ek 
_— 
Oe ee eee —— a 





ceased to repose confidence in the 
promises made by Jehovah to the 
founders of their nation; and although 
the heart has often been sick, and the 
spirit faint, they have never relinquist- 
ed the hope of that bright reversion in | 
the latter days, which is once more 

to establish the Lord’s house on the 








top of the mountains, and to make Je 
rusalem the glory of the whole earth. 





[From the Mirror of Taste.] 
FRIGHTFUL MORTALITY. 
It has been stated, that when the 
Cholera has once invaded a place, 
establishes itself permanently, and as 
smes the character of an epidemt, 
re-appearing at intervals. Embracing 
a period of fourteen years, up to 1831, 
656 eruptions of Cholera have been 
ascertained. In India there have bees 
433 irruptions, while Calcutta 








chastening rod, now lified up, will not 





been attacked every year. The mor- 
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a 
tality of India bas been computed at 
2,500,000 annually, or 35,000,000 in 
fourteen years. ‘The number of deaths 
during this period in Asia and Europe, 
are set down at 50,000,000 from Cho- 
lera. 

EVENTS NEAR AT HAND. 

The confederacy lately formed be- 
tween Prussia, Austria, and the Ger- 
man States, and the enactments they 
have made against the liberty of the 
press and the rights of the people, 
must soon bring matters to a Crisis on 
the continent of Europe, and produce 
the struggle which has been anticipa- 
ted, and has been long preparing.— 
The advantage in strength, numbers, 
and armaments, including the giant 
means that will be employed by Rus- 


What is to take place in our own 
country, in the eventful times which 
are approaching, no specific declara- 
tions in prophecy enable us to deter- 
mine, except, as was shown in our 
last number, that this country will al- 
ways be a powerful nation and terri- 
ble to its foes, as long as any foes re- 
main, and that the different states will 
be preserved separate and independent 
states, answering to “a nation of line,” 
so long as any temporal governments 
continue in existence. It would also ap- 
pear from * the present,” or offering, 
which is to be brought unto the Lor 
of hosts, of, and from this country, to 
the place of the name of the Lord, the 
Mount Zion, that at a future time, the 
people of this country will be the first 
to become pariakers of that pure and 
undefiled religion which is one day to 





sia, is wholly on the side of despotic 
power. 
from prophecy, that this advantage 
will be unavailing, and in a very short 
time it will be seen, that despotic au- 
thority will crumble and fall beneath 
the ensiyn and power of liberty, anc 
that tyrannical. and arbitrary rulers 
will be wholly prostrated throughout 
Europe. 

We should not hazard such a state- 
ment without the fullest conviction of | 
its truth, founded on the sure word of) 
prophecy—for no outward circum- 
stances which now appear, would war- 
rant such a conclusion, but would ra- 
ther lead us to expect a different re- 
sult. The whole process of this de- 
molition of tyrannical power, with all 
those eccelesiastical usages and abuses 
belonging to, and supporting it, will 
also take place under the present vial, 
two years of which have already expi- 
red, so that much remains to be done 
ina very short time. The trumpet* for 
this contest was blown by the late re- 
volution in France, when Charles X. 
was hurled from his throne, and pre- 
parations for the contest since that 
event, have been steadily and delibe- 
rately forming. 
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But we have already shown, |) 


overspread the earth, or else, that this 
/country will be the principal instru- 
ment in restoring the Jews to their 
former possessions in Palestine. 

And here it may be proper to ob- 
serve, that there are prophecies in 
Isaiah, chapter xvii. and xix. respect- 
ing Egypt and Damascus, which have 
never yet been fulfilled, and which will 
shortly be fulfilled. We may notice 
these, and some other prophecies, 
hereafier. Damascus is by far the 
oldest city now in the world. In all 
the wars and conquests in those parts, 
and of the city itself, it was never de- 
stroyed, and therefore has not been re- 
built, like Jerusalem It was in exist- 
ence as Jong since as the days of A- 
braham, whose steward, Eliezer, was 
from that place. The street called 
Straight, where Saul of Tarsus had 
his sight restored, still remains, and is 
about half a mile in length, running 
from east to west through the city.— 
Damascus at this time is a flourishing 
city, is distinguished for its manufacto- 
ries, and has an extensive trade, and, 
with its suburbs, is supposed to con- 
tain 200,000 inhabitants. But this 
most ancient city, which has passed 
into the hands of so many conquerors 





* Sce Isaiah, chap. xviii. 3. 





without ever being destroyed, will soon 
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be “ taken away from being a city, and 
Hy be a ruinous heap.’? The prophecy in 
' both those chapters of Isaiah, concern- 
| ing Egypt and Damascus, will proba- 
bly be fulfilled in the course of the 
war now begun between the Pacha of 
' Egypt and the Turkish Sultan, and 
‘i. which will also help to waste away the 
J Turkish empire, or in the language of 
| prophecy, help to dry up the water of 
the great river Euphrates, which is to 
be accomplished under the next vial. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


We have one request to make to all our 
subscribers, except those living in this city, 
and we hope it will be attended to. The 
request is, that they will settle up their 

ee" accounts to the close of this volume, and 
fl make known whether we shall continue 

their numbers, by the 20th of November. 

This number completes the 12th volume, 

and the next number will begin the 13th, 

and be issued the first of December. From 

that time, we wish to have such subscri- 

hy bers only as will feel under obligations to 

: make payment. The number now on the 
list, who do not send remittances, is so 
large, that it is with difficulty the expenses 
for so many copies are defrayed. Every 
one, therefore, must see the propriety and 
reasonableness of adopting a more sure 
method of proceeding, in order to sustain 
the work. Bills to each subscriber will 
be forwarded with this number, that it 
may be known what is due, and if any are 
unable to make payment let us be inform- 
ed, and their accounts shall be cancelled. 
Those who do not receive the numbers of 
the next volume, will be able to know the 
cause. Current bank notes of any size, will 
be accepted in payment, so that there need 
be no scruples in regard to sending small 
notes, as they can be readily disposed of 
at the exchange offices in this place. The 
price of the next volume, embracing 12 


numbers, will be Cne Dollar, as hereto- 
fore. 
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a Some may consider that we have chang- 
| # ed the course of the work, within a year 

, or two past. So far as this has been the 
i = case, the following reasons are given.— 
i & When we first commenced the work, the 
plans and schemes of the priesthood were 
marching forward with rapid strides, while 
very few saw their object and tendency, 
and hardly a press could be found to sound 
an alarm. Under these circumstances, we 
felt it to be our duty to engage in the work, 
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and to do what we could to present a pro. 
per and just view of things. Times are 
now very much altered. The eves of most 
people are opened, numerous presses are 
engaged in the cause of liberating the hy. 
man mind from the shackles of clerical 
domination, and the schemes of the priest. 
hood are steadily losing ground in eve 
part of the world. There is another Cause 
which now claims attention, and requires 
aid. We must not forget that there is such 
a thing as true religion, the greatest and 
only solace for man; and without which, 
all is emptiness, and insufficient to yield 
substantial happiness and peace. This 
cause is now exceedingly low, and receives 
but little attention. It cannot thrive, nor 
scarcely exist under the banners of an 
sect, for all sects generate strife, which de. 
stroys those who come under its influence, 
A sectarian spirit cannot promote true re. 
ligion, the design of which is to unite all 
mankind, and produce harmony and peace, 
The cause of true religion, therefore, has 
been almost destroyed, and requires those 
who see its nature and importance, to la- 
bour in its support, however unpopular it 
may he, and to whatever it may expose 
them. And as we are on the eve of some 
of the most important events, we have felt 
it our duty for some time past, as far as we 
have been enabled to see, to bring into 
view some of the prophecies shortly to be 
fulfilled. It has been our wish in doing 
this, to convince mankind of the truth of 
/revelation, and lead them to look unto, 
and put their trust in Him, who alone can 
rule and control all events. It will soon 
be seen if we have stated any thing that 
is not correct, and we are willing to abide 
the result of such a test. 








A letter from Vienna, estimates the num- 
ber of deaths by Cholera, in the Austrian 
dominions, at 400,000, viz. 220,000 in Hun- 
gary, 100,000 in Galicia, 80,000 in Bohe- 
mia, Moravia, and Austria. 





The work on Divine Government, from 
which an extract is made in the present 
number, may be had of Z. Fuller, No. 86 
Callowhill street—Price $1. 
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The Reformer and Christian is printed 
on the first of every other month, at one 
dollar for twelve numbers or a volume. 
Letters to be addressed and payment 
made, to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and 
principal Editor, No. 290 North Third St. 
Philadelphia. Numbers can be supp 
from the commencement of the work. 



































